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Law360 Reveals 400 Largest US Firms
By Jacqueline Bell

Law360, New York (May 29, 2017, 8:26 PM EDT) -- Greenberg Traurig LLP has vaulted
over Jones Day to become the largest U.S. law firm, grabbing the top spot on the Law360
400, our annual ranking of the largest law firms in the country.

The Law360 400 ranks the largest U.S.-based law firms and vereins with a U.S. component
as measured by domestic attorney headcount. Greenberg’s ascent to the top has been
slow yet steady over the past few years, growing from a headcount of 1,558 at the end of
2013 to 1,717 by the end of 2016.

On average, the largest U.S. firms in our ranking posted incremental growth in 2016 — a
little less than 2 percent. Still, there were firms that charged up the ranking through large
mergers and acquisitions, such as Fox Rothschild LLP, which formally completed a deal
with Oppenheimer Wolff & Donnelly LLP in early 2016 that added more than 80 attorneys
to its ranks, and Blank Rome LLP, which closed its acquisition of more than 100 Dickstein
Shapiro LLP attorneys in the first few months of 2016.

But even if headcount growth has been somewhat tepid, over the past few years the
biggest law firms have managed to become even bigger, with six firms at the top now
sporting more than 1,600 U.S.-based attorneys, up from just one three years ago.

Beyond those behemoths, the list also reveals the moves of a wide range of large law firms
that have boosted their headcount through smaller mergers or hiring sprees — or trimmed
their ranks as they adjust to a sluggish legal market and fierce competition from rivals.
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Methodology: Law360 surveyed U.S. law firms, and vereins with a U.S. component, on
domestic attorney and partner headcount information as of Dec. 31, 2016. Firms based
outside the U.S. were not surveyed, and only attorneys based in the 50 states and the
District of Columbia were included in the responses. Firms that have shareholders,
members or principals in lieu of partners have those numbers listed in the "partner" field.
The data used to compile last year's ranking has been revised if a miscalculation in a law
firm's submitted headcount data was identified after last year's ranking was published.

Several mergers went into effect in the first few days of January 2017. Data for those firms
is as of Dec. 31, 2016, pre-merger. Arnold & Porter LLP and Kaye Scholer LLP merged
effective Jan. 1, 2017, and are now known as Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP.
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan and U.K. firm Eversheds merged Jan. 1, 2017, and the
combined firm is known as Eversheds Sutherland. Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell &
Berkowitz PC merged with Ober Kaler Jan 3, 2017, and the combined firm maintains the
name Baker Donelson.
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